Classical Sanskrit Literature
consisting of the respective Samhita which is a collection of original hymns or mantras addressed to the go^s, the Brahmana portion which treats of ceremonial applications of the hymns, the Aranyakas, introducing a spirit of philosophical speculation and the Upanishads which formulate regular theses on metaphysics aad philosophy. We have, besides these, Beveml works called Sutras pertaining to each Veda* setting forth the detailed directions and the rules for ,th§ performance of the several rituals with the use of the V^dic hymns.
The Srauta Sutras explain the performances of Vedic sacrifices, the Gfrihya Sutras set forth the rules for domestic rituals like marriage etc., and the D/i0rwa Sutras expound codes of marality, ethics and statecraft. These Sutras, though they do not constitute part of Vedic literature itself, are a necessary adjunct to it and can be taken as representing the close of the Vedic period and as marking the transition between the Vedic and the Classical ages*
The Vedic and the Classical Literature
..-. The Vedic and the Classical literatures essentially differ from each other in point of matter, spirit and form. The matter of the Vedic literature is completely religious in the strictest sense of the term, being composed of prayers and hymns addressed to deities invoked in sacrifices, ceremonial treatises and meta-ph|sical speculations. The classical Sanskrit literature <tevetoj*eici in every branch and